
RED RUIN.
A Great Conflagration at the Atlantic

Docks Spread by the Flaming
Fragments of a Wooden

Grain Elevator.

THE LOSS AND INSURANCE.

An Immense Warehouse
Wrapped in the Splen¬
dor of"Destruction.

Six Hundred Thousand Bushels
of Wheat, Oats and Bar¬

ley Destroyed.

FIGHTING THE FLAMES.

The Bravery and Energy of the
Brooklyn Fire Department*1* o.
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A ROOF BLOWN XTJ?.

Salt Water from the Bay Poured
Into the Fiery Furaaoe by

Steamers and Tugboats.

k Hundred Men living the Sugar and Molasses
in line of the Adjoining Buildings.

"BURNING A HOLE IN THE NIGHT."

Magnificence and Terror of
the Startling Scene.

SIGHTS AND SENSATIONS.

The Fierce Glare Lighting the Bay
and Harbor for Miles.

¦
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Till] FIRE STAYED.

At abou. two o'clock yesterday afternoon three
successive alarms oil tiie church bells were rung in
the city of Brooklyn, and a lew moments later sev
cral Are-steamers were dashing through the streets
at the top of their speed towards the Atlantic
docks, where the furies of fl ime were already at
¦work and menacing fearlul havoc with their flery
aworils and withering breath. It seemed as if a
cpark or burning brand had been blown by the
"salt sea breezes'' from the desolated district of
Boston, after which the dread spirits of destruc¬
tion had leaped up from the blackcned ruins to
follow them aud had alighted upon the most com¬
bustible spot along the shores of tae New York
Bay, where

TDK DEVIL'S DANCE OF TIIE FLAMES
was immediately commenced. From some cause,
(which, as is usual in such cases, 1b just now un¬

known, something In the wooden elevator of the
stores of Messrs. Woodruff A Kobinson, at the cor¬
ner of Amity street and the water frontr.ge, became
ignited and within a quarter of an hour there was

a furious crackling of dry timbers, and the lurid
tongues of the delighted demons of the lire darted
up to the sky and sent a thrill of wild excitement
through the whole city (lurt the downtown portion
of New York. Going down Broadway In a stage,
when Bowling Green was reached, the whole of the
Itartling scene burnt upon the vision. It was also
plainly seen from the ferryboats that were crossing
the water to or from Staten Island and Brooklyn.
The sky was pleasant, and a still breeze wan blow¬
ing from the southeast, which wan keen and cold,
and made one shiver spasmodically ; but the sight of
the red mountain of fire t hat, stood ont agiiinxi the
heights of Brooklyn, on which was fought Greene's
atern struggle in the Revolution, warmed every
one into a heat of excitement. Soon could
toe seen throngs of people gathering on
the wharves, with white faces lighted and
reddened by the lurid Humes; then the engines
rapidly arriving aud taking their positions, the
firemen busily running hither and thither and rear¬

ing ladders against the burning walls; the streams
of water turned upon the fierce furnacv which was
now raging; the shrill whistles for fuel from the
ougincs and the bright, sparks from their smoke-
atacks that filled the air like tiny rockcts with their
aheeny brilliancy.

THE CONFLAGRATION GREW IN MAGNIFICENCE
as it grew in danger, and the multitude of spec¬
tators that formed a dense mass around the
immense building gradually fell back with In¬
voluntary terror as the heat became more and
more intense. The lessons of Chicago and
Boston are not calculated to cause disasters
of this kind in their beginnings to be looked
npou lightly, and bnt for a determined and wise
course In battling with the Are yesterday the whole
of the district or warehouses near the Atlantic
Basin might be lu (lames at this moment. The
amoke rolled in black, heavy volumes upward
toward the zenih, the blazing roar of the tremen¬
dous bins of grain could be heard across the waves,
and the dull sounds ol falling floors and timbers
rose above all other noises and smote the ear with
. melancholy significance.
At half-past four a great shower of burning cin¬

ders was hurled up from the middle of the building
like a torrent of lava from the red-mouthed crater
01 a Vesuvius.
As the afternoon verged into the twilight and

alter the parting rays ot the sun that were reflected
in roseate tints in the west had faded,
the glow of the Ore colored the clouds that
bung on the horizon with rich Hues that mounted
upward redder and more intense, as if the whole
Of the occidental sky were bathed in a stream of
blood. Tlic harbor was lighted by the unusual
beacon, that seemed to bespeak Home terrible and
unusual danger to all mariners approaching the
fiery spot that "burned a hole in the nigut > to
warn them away. The jagged columns of smoke
that seemed to support the dark sky were faintly
colored with the red skceu of the tlamcs, and loug
after sundown the scene was beautiful and fasci¬
nating. although so terribly suggestive.
As midnight approached the seeno ot the con¬

flagration still presented a picture of red, leaping
fames, dark, lowering clouds of smoke, and the
flroucii were stiil at work, although it waa fully
under their control.

l'ht Beginning and Progress of the Fire.
The fire, early In the afternoon, when it. first

burst out at the northern end of the immense
block of store ho'ises used by Messrs. Woodruff A
Roblnsou, rage*1 at a furious rate, the plies ot grain
that were lying in the elevator burning with fear¬
ful rapidity. Within a quarter of an hour it com
aiunic&ted to the interior of the store itself. The
grain which was here stored amounted to about
.ix hundred thousand bushel-', it was oats, wheat,
anil baney, ami its value alone was probably more
than half a million ol dollars.

TIIK BAIJEB VORACITY OF TIIK, KI.AMKH
BOW seemed without boiuiUt). aud with Junvwa

lunger tnoir not longne* ncicen tne (Ton shutters
of tHc windows and tUey warped like rubber, broke
from their binges anil fell, with a lood clamr, to the
pavement. Within th* lire ran from pile to pile of
the grain until the whole of the vast floors of the
main building were burning. The heat, which from
this kind of fuel is always most Intense, grew greater
and greater, and about half-past lour the surround¬
ing structures, even where a street intervened be¬
tween them and the Are, became so hot that it
was necessary to turn streams of water upon tUcm
to prevent their catching the flames. A low wooden
shed extends along Amity street, opposite the
burned building. On Its roof antl along its
southern side were gathered groups of people,
aud between it and the storehouse persons were
standing on the piles of lumber and brick which lay
on the whart It soon became a torture to con¬
tinue in these positions, and when the crowd re¬
treated and two hose were turned upon the build¬
ing the water, on coming in contact with the wood,
speedily evaporated and rose up la wbite clouds of
steam.

ALONG THE WHARVES
in front of the stores of Woodruff A Robinson three
steamers were early stationed to pomp water upon
the lire from the bay, and four tugboats lying in
the slips set their engines at work and threw
powerful streams through the windows, which had
been wrenched open by the firemen of the hook
and ladder companies. Along Amity street
two steamers were employed and hose were
stretched across the roofB of the lower buildings
to the rear of the burning storehouse. Steamer
No. 5 stood at the foot of Pacific street and No. 12
at the corner of Columbia, and the hose of both
extended a distance of nearly two blocks. They
drew their water from the city lancets.

ON CONtfKMS STRUT
engines Nor. 1 and 2 were stationed, find from this
point the labors of the firemen could uc viewed
with advantage as the wind blew the heated air
toward the northwest. Ladders were planted on
the low roofs of the warehouses in the rear of the
largest one which was burning, and from these
other ladders reached to the top of the
buildings which face on the river aud
on Amity street, on Columbia street there is

a pork-packing establishment, to keep the flames
from which the utmost efforts were used. An iron
window on the south side of the large storehouse
was broken open, and through it a strong stream
was poured. The roof upon vhich the flfeuleii
Worked covered an immense store of sugar and
molasses, which, froii the commencement pf the
Are, were continually being removed by the labors
of about one hundred mea, Qn further roof near
Amity street another tletaenment of firemen
poured two streams into the flames. At about
ttyree o'clock

AN EXPLOSION
of the heated air and gases confined in the top
floor of the blazing building occurred, and hurled
the roof in a thousand fragments Into the air, and
some of latter struck and injured three of the Bre¬
men, who were trying with hooks and axes to cut
apertures In the metal, thrdugh which they might
fight the fire with greater success. They were,
however, able to leave the buildings without aid,
and the conflagration shortly afterward was appa.-
ently more fully under control, as live streams at
once were poured from the top upon the furnace of
Ore, that was now bounded by

THE POCK NAKKD WALLS.
still at every moment the danger of its spreading
would seem imminent, and later an incldeut oc¬
curred which caused suddenly augmented alarm.
The heavy brick wall against which the elevator
had stood, on the north side, and where the flames
were fiercest,

FELL OVEE WlTn A CHEAT CRASH,
and after it slid several thousand bushels of grain,
the greater part of which went into the water and
sunk hisBlng and hot to the bottom. Some, how¬
ever, was arrested by the string-piece of the wharf
and remained piled up in a huge mass under the
black and ruined debris of the fallen wall. The
steamtugs John Fuller and Seneca crawled up over
the mud In the slip on this Bide and hose were
attached to their donkey pumps and used with
great success.
Along the water front engines Nob. 8, 6, 3, 11 and

e played upon the hot walls and through the win¬
dows, and at five o'clock there were employed on
this side no loss than nine Btreams pouring upon
the flames, four of which were supplied by tlie
steamboats at the docks.

_ --try---'

The ConflAgratfoft lit Its Height.
At thiB time the greatest volume of Are was in

warehouse "P," where the names were nrst dis.
covered. This facca the river and extends along
Amity street. The flames gradually extended to
warehouse '"J," adjoining, the interior
oI which waa soon a great burning
mass. The iron shutters of both buildings were
forced open and the flames burst through
the windows and shot upwards to the roor. Four
steady streams were directed at the burning build¬
ings lrom the wharf, where five engines were lo¬
cated. Dave McConnell had charge of No. 5's
Btrcam.the strongest.which shot up with power¬
ful rorce over the edge ol the roor and fell on the
names within. Both of the burniug buildings were
of brick, four Btorles in height, and covered an
area of 130x200 feet. Adjoining warehouse "J"
and on the Congress street corner is a three story
story brick warehouse, both owned and occupied
by Messrs. Woodruff A ltobinson. The building wan

STORED WITH BUCiAK,
which the men began to remove to the street as
soon as the fire began to spread. It was feared at
one time that this structure wouid also be de¬
stroyed, but owing to the strenuous exertions of
the iiremen the names were confined to ware¬
houses "P" and "J.'K Directly in the rear of this
corner warehouse, which is Known as warehouse
"A," and on Congress street, Chief Engineer
Nevins and Commissioner Brown were stationed
for a while. A scction of firemen were ordered to the
placc, and ascending to the roof of some low brickbuildings connected with the warehouse they were
enabled to pour several strong streams on the
buildings just in the rear ot the Ure. These were
Bates' pork packing establishment, which extends
from Columbia street back towards the river to

I warehouse "P." When the walls of warehouse "P '

on the Amity street side fell in with
A TREMENDOUS CRASH

the wharf in the immediate vicinity was a scene or
great excitement. Then It was reported among
the immense crowds or people assembled on Colum¬
bia -street that several firemen had been buried be¬
neath the ruins. This proved to be false,
Oiu several tireincn had a narrow escape
Horn Injury. Thry saw the walls beginning
to topple, and hastily retreated towards the
¦wharr, but before th. y readied there the thunder
01 the falling mass deafened them, and the name
that darted from the ruins increased the lurid
irlaro that lit up the streets and harbor for a great

d, stance around. The firemen bravely returned to
their work, and an increased volume of water was
poured on the burning mass.
The Htcaintuffs s. E. Uabcoek, John fuller, Ida L.

Tebo and the police boat Hcneca came alongside
the wharf, and added to the streams now pouringinto the burning building from the river Bide.
bv this time the interior or warehouse "I"' was

pi <ttv well burned out, and the names bepan to
decrease there a little, but warehouse "J" was then
completely enveloped. The firemen had long since
Been that It would be

IMI-OSSIBI.R TO SAVE ANYTHING
or either or the structures, and their great effort
now was to prevent a rurther spreading or the fire.
Thi« it has been slated, they succeeded in doing.
Thev had the wind against them in their work. A
fresh breeze irom the river fanned the ilaine and
carried it over towards the buildings facing on
Columbia street, but there a band of

I trusty men were working to repel Its prog-
I rcss. Millions of sparks flew about in the

alt and settled In street and housetop in the vi¬
cinity. on Columbia street, opposite the lire, there
wi re' rows of rotten and rickety tenements, the
occupants of which were terrified lest they should
be burned out ol house and home. The sparks that
fell upon the room, however, were promptly extin¬
guished by men who had

RA1.LIED TO PRESERVE THE PROPERTY,
and the spread or the Are was thereby averted.
The streets about the scene ol the connagratlon

at this time were jammed by the motley crowds ot
people who Inhabit that Ulthy locality and hun¬
dreds or others who had come lrom all parts or the
citt Th*re was a strong rollee lorce present,
uuder the command of the veteran Inspector. John

I'olk, and Captain Ferry, 01 the Butler
street station house, who kept clear working
rot mi for the tlremen. Mayor Powell and County
Judge Moore lingered about the fire for a short
time and then departed.
The horses were Immediately detached rrom the

fire apparatus upon their arrival, earefolly
blanketed, and then led up and down the
street by their keepers. Mr. Arthur gutnn, who
has charge or the horses or the department, was
on the ground and directed his attention to the
care or the animals. The most or the horses or the
department were sufferers by the recent horse epi¬
demic, and some or them have not yet recovered,
and great carc has to be exercised in their trca t-
rucnt.

Thr Losses.
The reporter met Mr. Franklin Woodruff, one of

the proprietors of the stores, who was then wit¬
nessing the destruction or the property. He
stated that all they owned in the burning building*
was the machinery, which he valued at about
f6o,ooo. It was insured for nearly its full value in
New York and Brooklyn companies. No Boston
companies are Involved. The buildings »P" and
.*J" were owned by Mr. William Beard and were
Insured for about. $«0,000. They contained at the
tune the fire broke out several hundred thousand
bushels of grain belonging to different parties,
little or none ol which was saved.

IIR. WOODRUFF
estimated the valu^ of the grain at about forty
thousand dollars. It was probably Insured when
It was put. in bond. Mr. Woodruff said that the
firm owned the three story warehouse ("A") on the
corner or Congress street and the wharf, and val¬
ued at *40,000. Neither the building nor us con¬
tents were Injured. Most ol the contents were
removed In anticipation that that building would
also be burned, '('he firm had in their employ list
men. At the tit .. the Uie broke out the men were
engaged in unloa .nig the ship Artist.

MR. BKAKU'x 1NSTRANCKS.
Mr, William bcarii. the owuei vl warehouse "1" j

ami "J," which were completely destroyed, stated
that his loss would be about $180,000. The property
wus insured a« lollows:.Fireman's Insurance
Company, $r.',500; Merchants', $l'.',60o; Na-sau,
$10,000; Ph<ruix, $10,000; A)tna, of Hartford,
$10,000; sterling, $10,000 and another company,
the name of which lie did not then recollect. The
total amount ol insurance is about $8u,ooo, leaving
a clear loss oi $100,000.

The Origin of the Fire.
Fire Marshal Ready wan present and proceeded

to make an investigation as to the origin of the
lire. He found Michael Early, an employe on the
premises, who stated that about two o'clock he
saw a Are on the third story of warehouse "P," at
which time the oil which was used for the ny wheels
was burning on the floor. The wood work wan also
burning. No lire was used on that floor. Karlv
immediately ran and informed the foreman, Thomas
Foley, or the nre. There was no one smoking lit
that part of the building, for there was no one
there but himself, and he does not smoke at all.
The machinery was running and be was oiling it at
the time.

THK FOREMAN'S 8TORY.
ThomaR Foley, the foreman, made this state¬

ment:."The fire commenced on the third floor,
under the main shafting. My attention being
called to it by one of the workmen, I ran down and
threw a pall of water on it, but it had got too much
headway, and i could not put it out. The belting
took Are, and I then gave a general alarm amoiifc
the men. The flames spread very rapidly, there
being a great drait in the stairway, where we oiled
the machiuery. I cannot tell what caused the tire.
We had a gas light there, but it was protected by a
piece of tin. That is all 1 know about it."

Beenea and Incidents.
The Fire Department, under Chief Engiuer

Kevins, was managed admirably. There were
eleven steamers at work, one of wliich.No. 12,
Foreman John Kelly.wan summoned from the
Eastern district. The horses made the run from
the engine house corner of North Ninth and second
streets to the Are, a distance of over four miles, in
thirty mTnutes.' The Chiefs Assistant, John Smith,
of the Eastern district, was also on hand.

A CASUALTY.
A case of personal injury occurrcd early in the

course of the excitement which is of a deplorable
nature. Terence Corrlgan, of 08 Amity street, an

employe of Woodruff & Hoblnson, while endeavor¬
ing to escape from the burning building, fell trom

a third story window and received a fracture 01 a

thigh. He was borne tp the Long Island pQllece
Hospital by d police officer". -----.~

TJIK RUINS 1.A8T NIGHT.
The flames were completely under control by

nightfall and gradually began to decrease. n.y ten
o'clock last night nothing remained 01 the two
buildings but a portion of the walls and a smoul¬
dering, smoking mass within. Immense crowds 01'
people lingered about the vicinity far Into the
night, commenting upon the great destruction of
property. A portion of the firemen retired
about eight o'clock, but several streams of
water were kept playing on the ruins
all night. A sufficient guard of police was also re¬
tained to protect the property which had been re¬
moved from warehouse "A" and other premises in
the vicinity from the gangs of thieves who always
prowl about the ruins oi a great fire. The tug¬
boats, which had rendered valuable assistance to
the firemen, retired alter the labor of extinguish¬
ing the flames had been accomplished; the thun¬
der and rattle or the steam engines, which almost
dcatened the bystanders during the progress of the
conflagration, suddenly decreased into what was a
murmur when compared with the crash of the pre¬
vious six hours, and the wearied firemen departed
from the place, leaving a faithful few of their num¬
ber to guard against a renewal of the flames.

PROGRESS OF THE BLOWING UP SCHEME.

Mr. William E. Dodge, chairman of the meeting
held in the rooms of the Chamber of Commerce on

the llth instant, appointed the following named
gentlemen yesterday as a commlttec authorized at
that time to take measures for the establishment
of a Board of Engineers, with legal powers to take
possession of and blow up buildings, during a gen¬
eral conflagration:.
George T. Hope, Continental Fire Insurance Com¬

pany.
James M. Ualstcd, American Fire Insurance Com¬

pany.
James M. McLean, Citizens' Fire .Insurance Com¬

pany.
Francis S. Lathrop, Union Mutual Fire and Ma¬

rine Insurance Company.
R. Garrlgue, Germanla Fire Insurance Company.
Alfred Pell, Jr., Liverpool, London and Globe Fire

Insurauce Company.
Henry A. Oakley, Howard Fire Insurance Com¬

pany.
A. B. McDonald, Royal Fire Insurance Company.
Carlisle Norwood, Lorillard Fire Insurance Com¬

pany.
Thomas F. Jeremiah, Pacific Insurance Company.

THE WEATHER.

War Department, )
Office op tue Chief Sionai, Officer, 5
Washington, D. C., Nov. li>. 1 A. M. )

Synopsis for thf Past Twenty-four Hours.
The barometer continues high on the Gulf and

South Atlantic, and with generally clear weather
and northerly to westerly winds from the Lower
Lakes to the coasts of New England and the Middle
States; light variable southwesterly to north¬
westerly winds and partly cloudy weather, witn
heavy snow on Eastern Lake Erie ; in the North-
went and on the Upper Lakes and thence to the
Ohio Valley cloudy weat her, southerly winds veer¬

ing to northwesterly to Dakota.
Probabilities.

For the Northwest, the Upper Lakes anil thence
to the Ohio Kiver, winds veering to northwesterly,
with partly clouly but clearing cold weather; in
the Gulf and South Atlantic states westerly to
northerly winds and clear weather; on the Lower
Lakes westerly winds, diminishing pressure and
clearing weather; in New England and New York
southwesterly veering to northwesterly winds and
partly cloudy weather, with possibly occasional
light snow In tlm western portion; in the Middle
States soutii of New York, southwesterly winds
and cloudy weather in the afternoon.

The Weather lit Thin City Yesterday.
The following record will show the changes in

the temperature for the past twenty-four hours in
comparison with the corresponding day of last
year, as Indicated by the thermometer at fludnut's
Pharmacy, Hekai.d Ilulldlng:.

1871. 1872. 1871. 1872.
3 A. M 41 32 8:30 P. M SO 41
6 A M 41 33 6 IJ. M 45 38
tt A. M 42 34 II I\ M 41 37
32 M 40 .17 12 P. M 41 34
Average temperature yesterday
Average temperature for corresponding date

last year 43>{

PIfiEON SHOOTING.

Splendid Matches Yesterday at East New
York.The Jerome Yersns the Long
Island Gun Clubs.Colonel Hatch Beats
Mr. Ireby by 30 to 30.«Tlie Second Con¬
test Between Messrs. De Forrest and
Jaflfray.
Several gentlemen of the Jerome and Long

Island Gun clubs spent a very pleasant day at
Dcxter's.liiram Woodruff's old place.near East
New York, yesterday, witnessing the pigeon
shooting match between Mr. Ireby, of the
Jerome Club, and Colouel Sam Hatch, of New
Orleans. The match was for fifty single birds,
for 1100 aside, With l'.oz. shot, Mr. Ireby giving
the Colonel seven yards; or, in other words, while
Colonel Hatch was shooting at is yards, Mr. Ireby
was shooting at 25. Hoth gentlemen did some
good shooting. Colonel Hatch, being favored with
very easy incoming birds, took a decided lead at the
start, and kept It, so that when 40 birds had been
shot at he had a clean lead of 6 birds, when Mr.
Ireby resigned. The following Is

TnK SCORE.
John E. Ireby.Twenty-five yards.1, 1, 1. 0, 0, 1,

0, o, i, i, i, o, l, o, o, l, i, o, o, o, i, l, l, l, l, 1, n, l, o,
1, l, l, 1, 1, 0, 1, I, o, 1, 1, 1, 1, 0, l, l, 0. Killed M,
missed lfl.
Colonel Hatch.Eighteen yards.1, 1, 0, l, 1, 1, 1,

1, l, 1, i, l, l, o, o, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, l, l, i, o, l, o, l. l, l, l,
1, l, o, l, ], l, o, o, l, i, l, i, o, 1, o, l. Killed 36,
missed lo.
Umpire for Mr. Irebv. H. S. JalTray.

I inplrc for Colonel Hatch.W. 8. l'arks.
Heferee. B. 1.. De Forrest,
Alter the above match Mr. J a (Tray and Mr. De

Forrest entered into a match for $100 aside, at
2.'> einple bird-*, M yards boundary, with 1,'4 oz. shot,
each using strange jruns.that is to say, (runs that
ne.'ilHt 1 ad pieviously shot with. In that Mr. Jaf-
tiav wa» not at home, and was beaten by a score
of io to V out of 20. The following is

TUB SCORE.
B. L, T»e Forrest-i. 1, 0, i. <i. 1. 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 1,

1, 1, o, 1, l, 0. Killed in. missed 4.
II. s. Jaffrav.o, l, l. o, l. 1, o, l, l, l, l, 0, 1, 0, 1, o,

1, o, l. o. Killed 12, missed h.
Umpire for De Forrest.W. S. Parks.
empire foi .latTr.ty-Mr. Polhemus.
Keleioe.Colonel S. Hatch.

Trnp4 and Trigger* at Trenton.
Trenton, Nov. 18, 1872.

There wos a splendid pigeon shooting match here
on (juintin's track to-day, between Mr. Spittle, of
Philadelphia, and Mr. liolt, of Trenton. The match
was for |300 aside, eacti to shoot at 21 single birds.
The weather was good, tnere was a considerable
crowd of spectators present and a good deal of bet-
liny tarried on. lioit kiiicd lb and tfyituo 17 buds.

mwm mueder.
Tragical Termination of a Divorce

Suit.Another Man Shot
Bead on the Stairs.

Judge Sutherland's Last Ref¬
erence Case.

James C. King, Lawyer and De¬
fendant, Pistols His Wife's

Witness, A. F. O'Neill.

"LYNCH HIM! LYNCH HIM!"

History of a Tragical Divorce Suit.Antecedents
and Character of the Murderer and Murdered
Man.Scene of the Dreadful Occurrence-
Blood Among the Banker? and Brok¬
ers.A Boy Witness.Judge Suth¬

erland's Account of the Mur¬
der and What Led To It

Anthony P. O'Neill was shot dead at half-past
two o'clock yesterday alternoon, ou the stairway
of the building No. 42 Pine street, in this city, by
James C. King. All tbc facts and circumstances at
present known go to prove that a more cold¬
blooded, foul and dastardly murder was never com¬
mitted even in thin city, where the coolest and
most atroclouH murders have come to be considered
almost every day in'rurj-onw^

THE Mt'HDKHRR
in this case, James C. King, is a lawyer, residing
(us he slated) at 148 Kast Seventeenth street, in
this city, lie is about thirty years of age and came
here some years ago from California. lie married
an amiable and accomplished lady in San Francisco,
whose beauty is still something to wonder at; but
soon after the marriage, it Is stated, Ills vicious
habits and still more vicious temper brought trou¬
ble and difficulty and all manner of unpleasantness
between him and the partner of his bosom. There
were brawls wiiiiout end autl scenes of crimination
and rccvlniiuatlou between them in public, while
the abuse and ill-treatment which she received in
private at the hands of her "natural protector"
are characterized as atrocious in the extreme.
Some years since they removed to this city, he
bringing with him d

CHARACTER ANP RECORD OP
antecedents which no good citizen could envy. It
is known that his wife was not the only victim of
his bail temper and evil disposition. He wus

quarrelsome to an unbearable degree with every¬
body who was unfortunate enough to have any¬
thing to do with him, and he never hesitated to
resort .to the useoi the knife or the pistol lor the ad¬
justment of his never-ending "misunderstandings."
He liac been even known to boast oi his e xploits in
this direction, and It is recollected that his boasts
arc justified to the extent of at least shooting one
man dead In the Sandwich Islands, and getting into
durance vile lor an attempt on the life ol another
In San Francisco, whence lie soon alterwards found
It healthy to emigrate. Rucli is his general charac¬
ter, as related yesterday by those of bis acquaint¬
ances who visited the

SCENE OP TnE TRAdEDY
and the New street jiollre station, where (he mur¬
dered nnia anil his murderer were both convoyed.
One respectablc-looking gentleman, who did not
give liis name, and v\ ho bad been thus relating bis
reminiscences of King to Inspector Walling at the
Htatlon house, was admitted to the cell of the
prisoner "to see if it was the same man" he had
been telling of. He soon returned, saying, "Yes,
sir, that's the man exactly."
After King and his wife had removed to this city

their wedded life became no more pleasant than
before; in fact, their miseries had greatly in¬
creased. He treated her to every conceivable de¬
scription of contumely and cruelty, and adminis¬
tered all sorts of punishment, from neglect and
starvation to the most brutal and cowardly species
of personal violence. This

THE UNFORTUNATE WOMAN
bore with, until it at last became positively unbear¬
able; so, in the long run, she had a suit for di¬
vorce instituted, on the ground of cruel and inhu¬
man treatment.
The case wan handed over to Judge Josiuli Suth¬

erland (City Judge elect) as referee, and it bM
been on hearing before liini for Hie past lew days at
his chambers In the imtlding 42 fine street. One of
the sceneM of the aliened "cruelty und inhuman
treatment'' is a Iioiihc owned b.v &mg, at Turner's
.station, on the Krle Railroad, aud others are differ¬
ent places on tlic line oi tin: same road. Among
the principal witnesses for the plalntlffln the case
(Mrs. King) were Mr. Anthony F. O'Neill, at one
time a detective and recently a freight master ou
the Erie road, and IiIh wife, both of whom, it secuss,
had frequently witnessed the most brutal assaults
perpetrated by Kin-? on the person of his beautitul
wife. Their

EVIDENCE BEFORE THE KF. TEHEE
was conclusive aud dimming, and upon it Judge
.Sutherland, it was supposed, had decided to grant
the divorce sought, n, may here be stated that
King had for a long time pretended that an im¬
proper intimacy which ho supposed to have long
existed between Mr. O'Neill and Mrs. King was
one of the grounds on wtiich lie tried to justify his
unmanly conduct; hut the testimony of Mr. and
Mrs. O'Neill and others completely exploded that
Idea.
About half-past two o'clock yesterday the hear

ing of the case was concluded in Judge blither-
land's chambers, and the parties concerned and
the witnesses took their departure. O'Neill was
stepping slowly down the second (light of stairs,
with both hands in bin pockets, as if searching for
his gloves, when a pistol shot was fired behind
him. The bar. entered his back, a Tew inches to the
left ol the spinal chord and little above the lelt hip.

THE WOUNDED MAN
turned hurriedly around, just In time to behold
King standing at the top of the stair landing with
a pistol In his hand, and again levelled at the
victim. The miscreant fired a second time, but
missed his aim, the bullet entering and Imbedding
Itself in the wall. The wounded man had advanced
two steps toward his assailant when

THE VILLAIN FIKED AOAIN
and then ran back through the hall and up the
next flight of stairs. The last bullet struck O'Neill
on the right lapel of the overcoat he wore, and
parsed through it in a downward and slanting di¬
rection, and through the corresponding portions of
his Inside coat, vest, shirt and undershirt, and en¬
tered his body about two Inches to the right of the
medial line, plainly pursuing its course directly to
his heart. The unfortunate victim ol this atrocious
onslaught, notwithstanding his reception of two
such frightful wounds, and though bv no means a
man ol great physical strength or powerlul vitality,succeeded In reaching the top of the stairway,
where his murderer had stood, and rushed into
room No. 8, on the same landing, occupied by Mr.
Quick as one of his law chambers. Here the
wounded man dropped into a chair, his eyes start¬
ing from their sockets, his lace as pale as marble,and his wild stare directed towards the door. After
a bard struggle be got out the words,r'i am shot;"
but failed to utter another syllable distinctly. In
a lew moments he fell heavily on the floor, where
be lay about twenty minutes, at the end oi which
he breathed his last. As soon as life was decidedly
extinct a stretcher was procured by the police
and the corpse was carried to the First precinctpolice station, In New street.
After the firing, as has been said, King rushed np

stairs to the third floor and entered the chambers
of Judge Sutherland, to whom he handed a medium
sized Smith A Wesson revolver, three barrels of
which had been discharged. The dreadful slate ol
consternation into which this proceeding threw
the venerable Judge, after he had heard the firing
on the stairs, may well be Imagined. King then
entered another room aud locked the door after
him on the inside.
Meantime a messenger boy, about fifteen years

of age, ertinloyetf in Judge Sutherland's office, had
been coming njj Ihd lower flight ol stairs, which be
had reached just In time

TO WITNESS THE FIRING
of the third shot. He promptly ran back and into
the street, where he met Officer MeGibney, to
whom he hurriedly related the terrible occurrence
he had witnessed. The officer at once accom¬
panied the boy and proceeded up stairs to the
apartment or Judge Snt' crland, who pointed to
the door which the murderer hail entered. At this
the officer knocked, but received no answer. Then
he burst In the door and found King alone Inside,
who surrendered without a word or another re¬
sisting movement. The officer then conveyed his
prisoner down stairs, passing the door In which
the murdered man was at, that moment expiring.
When they reached the street door they encount¬
ered

A TERRIFIC SCENE.
The street along the «nt!re length of the block

wa* blivd bjf * Uvsjvly puvkvU WVWd vl UiVU ill I

every Htajic of excitement, who hud already heardof the murder and were iamihur with itn dastardlynature. A few moments before the oftlcer had
come down with his prisoner the crowd had some-liow conceived the Idea that they had already comeout, and a rush was made towards the spot wherethe wretch wan supposed to he walking, Tint fortu¬
nately the alarm proved to be a false one, lor the
cry of "Lynch him, lynch him," had passed frommouth to mouth, at first In a low tone and alter-
wardB in un open roar. The cry, however, wasMtlll kept up, and such expressions as -Is hangingplayed out In New York l" "is this to be another
insanity dodge ?" "Will we wait for another
jury to disagree »" Ac., might be plainly heard in
every direction. This state of excitement was at
its height when Officer McUlbney and his prisonerreached the front stoop.

THS INTEI.I.MiEVT POLICEMAN
comprehended tne whole danger at a glance, and,with marvellous adroitness, managed to passthrough a portion of the crowd with Ills com¬
panion, without exciting any suspicion as to who
they were. They succeeded In reaching the New
street statioa house, by a roundabout route, un¬
molested.
When the officer first laid hands on King the lat¬

ter appeared quite cool and nonchalant in his mnn-
ncr aud continued so during his hasty trip down
stairs; but when he reached the front stoop ana
saw the threatening faces of that terrible aud
angry crowd.none of whom happened, fortu¬
nately, to recognize him.his facc turned livid, Ids
limbs trembled and his whole frame shook vio¬
lently. When he had safely passed through tho
door of the station houBc, however, his coolness re¬
turned and he assumed an air of

UNCONCKHN THAT WAS SHOCKING
to those who knew the dreadful position he ocrn-
pied. He walked through the passage way into
the large back room leading towards the cells
with the air of a man who pitied the capturingofficer for being compelled to go through the dis¬
agreeable labor of arestlug persons like him to no
purpose. lie was elegantly dressed In an ex¬
pensive light-colored overcoat, turned down with
silk to match, underneath which was a riob suit
of broadcloth. A heavy gold watch guard crossed
his vest, and he twirled a fancy gold-headed cane
in a decidedly foppish iiUUiucf. He is a slightly-
built man. ol medium size, with a pale, delicate
facc and hair and board of a light reddish color.
It may be here stated that be was known for some
years as a wealthy broker in Broad street, and
was once a law partner in the firm to which Edwin
James belonged when that notorious aud not too
grateful (englishman was a member of the New
York bar. When King answered the few formal
questions asked of him at the station and stated
that his address was 140 Kast Seventeenth street,
in this city (though, it may be remarked, the Di¬
rectory fails (o corroborate that statement) he
walked leisurely, still

TW1RI.I Ntl Ilia ELKO ANT CANE,
through the long back room towards the cells,
nodding pleasantly by the way to one or two per¬
sons wuoui he believed to be personal acquaint¬
ances, and disappeared dually, with as airy a grace
as if he were the president of some cuurit aide
society on a merciful visit to au erring and un¬
fortunate prisoner. Indeed, somebody remarked
that Ids whole dress and appearance betokened
those of a man who had that morning preparedto distinguish himself aud got himself up speciallyfor the occasion. Another bystander thought, iw
recognised the prisoner as a uei>tiew of Mr. Hunt,
of Hunt's Merchantn' Magazine.The prisoner. King, had scarcely disappeared
within the corridor leading to the cells when the
station house was surrounded by almost the same
crowd that had gathered at the scene of the tragedy
a few moments before. It had followed the squad
ol policemen who cuinc along

HKAKIN0 THE 1>KA1> DOPY
of the murdered man on a stretcher irom I'lne
street to the station house. The stretcher was luid
with its burden in the corridor, in rear ol the
lar^e back room ol the station, within a lew yards
ol the cell where the murderer was locked up. A
white sheet covered the body, and when II wus re¬
moved there appeared the rigid ieatures ol a deli¬
cate-looking man about thirty-live years of age,
with short, fair liair, close cropped lull beard ol a
fjimjlar color ami sharply chiselled 'ea^iiys. The
body appeared to be that ol a very respectable
man. It was neatly drepsed in a light overcoat
similar to that worn by the prisoner, and coat and
vest of blue diagonal, white shirt, with heavy gold
studs, and white swanskin undershirt. Through
them all were plainly visible

TIIE TRACK OF THE BUl.LKT
and the shirts were stained witii the blood lliat had
spurted through the black and Bomewhat jagged
hoi" In the man's breast.
Around the outside door of the station, und block-

inn up New street completely, the crowd continued
to swell, rendering approach most difficult to the
successful few and impossible to many. Angry
and tlucatcning expressions were l'recly used, and
the police lound it necessary to take the strictest
precautions to guard auainst the admission of vio¬
lently disposed persons into the statiou house,
thus rendering access no easy task to reporters
and others who wanted admission on their legiti¬
mate and proper business. Notwithstanding all
this, the inside ol the station was tilled with quite

i a large gathering;, maiuiy ot brokers and mer¬
chants doing business in the neighborhood, many
or wiiom knew both or either ol the parties, and
freely told each other all they knew about them.
As soon as every group of two or three would pass
into the narrow space where the body lay, view
the rigid features of the dead and pass out again,
they would at once open a quiet discussion on

TlIK COLD-BLOODED ATROCITY
of the murder and the probability of due punish¬
ment following, and then speculate as to what
people were "goiug to do about it.'' The informal
verdict rendered by every one of these little volun¬
teer juries wan (tit we may possibly have a trial
alter several months with a plea ot insanity, justi-
fication and self-defence ; then a disagreement of
the jury; then another trial after a few years, und
will hear no more about It, lor "hanging is played
out in New York."
ltcturning to the scene of the tragedy at 42 Pine

street the reporter still found a large crowd in
front, thereof, with a lawyer and a policeman on
the stoop to prevent anybody from enterlug the
building. Brushing past their mighty weaknesses
the Herald man rushed up the stairs, casting a
passing glance at

THE BULLET HOLE IN THE WALL,
and entered room No. 8, the ofllce ol Mr. Quick,
where the murdered man died. Mr. Quick was
standing behind the railing, looking slightly ex¬
cited, and so paralyzed from the shock that he felt
himself unequal to giving any detailed account of
the occurrence.

IN JL'IUIE SUTHERLAND'S CHAMBERS
on the third floor a number of gentlemen were
gathered round a table, but they also were in too
great a state of consternation to render them¬
selves intelligible as to what happened during, be¬
fore or after the commission ol' the murder. Judge

) Sutherland vanished from the premises as soon us
:he could recover his scattered senses, and Mrs.

! Annie T. King, the plainttfT iu the to-be-memorable'
case anil "the primal, Itital cause of all" was seen

| to enter a carriage immediately alter the shooting
I and drive rapidly away, Heaven knows where. The

! only cool-headed looking personage on the premi-
| ses was the bright-laced boy who alone saw the

shooting, ami him the reporter was proceeding to
"interview" when a policeman entered, t.oM the
boy lie was wanted and inarched him ofl.

The Fatal Testimony.
Late last evening a !Ieuali> reporter called on

Judge Sutherland at his residence, 336 Lexington
avenue, to learn the particulars which gave origin
to the lamentable shooting case, which Judge
Sutherland gave as follows, comleuBing In his nar¬
rative the whole evidence in connection with it:.

" Mr. King," the Judge said, " was a mitn of ap¬
parently about thirty years of age, and dressed yes¬
terday as richly and neatly as any influential per¬
sonage or millionnairc could wish to have been, lie
wa» evidently a

MAN OK CULTl'liE AND KEFINKMENT,
but he (Jndge Sutherland) could not say as
much for his moral and religious training
if he were to draw due inferences from
the evidence given against him from lime to time.
On the 8th of September last a deposition was

made to him by his (King's) wife, with an order ol
references at the same time. Subsequently, on or
about the mh of October, another deposition was
made by his wife again in the supreme court, in
which

SHE CLAIMED TIIE CU9T0DY OF IIKR CHILDREN,
on the grounds that her husband, Mr. King, had
been dealing foully with her during the past four
or live years, and that he was not a proper guardian
for her children. The counsel lor Mrs. King was
Mr. Francis Dnpignac and for Mr. King Messrs.
Brown, Hall Yanderpocl. The testimony given
on the occasion was by the housekeeper, the su>>-
stance of which ran as follows:.Mr. King was
married about live or six years; he had three
children; his temper she (the servant) had known
to be disagreeable, venomous and dangerous. He
and his wife had eventually disagreed; the wire
then brought an action or iimlted divorce against
him ; be then also brought a similar action against
her, which came before the bench of the Supreme
Court, and now Mrs. King claimed in the present
action the custody of her children. In the applica¬
tion made yesterday before Judge Sutherland

TlIK TKHTIMONY IN KRFEItKNt'K TO THIS CLAIM,
taken from the housekeeper also at the same time
(about two weeks ago), proved that Mr. King and
his wife had lived, about four years ugo.
in the Clarendon Hotel; that they went
thence to Europe, where they lived In a state of
discord, and finally returned to America, und went
to spend the Summer at Long Branch, after which
they went to Turner's Station, in Orange county,
where most likely they had made the acquaintance
of Mr. O'Neill. After leaving Turner ¦ Station they
took a house at 16 West I'orty-flfth street, New
York. While resident In Korty-llftli street the
temper of Mr. King was noticeably violent. The
housekeeper (according to the report of the stenog-
rapher, Mr. Warburton, remembered on one
occasion that he threw a dish aud a giass succes-
slvely at his wiie, cutting her forehead so severe y I
that the necessity of sending for a physician was
indispensable. While In Kurope also

UE TIIRFW A .IKWKI CASK AT HER,
cutting her then, also, near the temple, and
causing a severe wouno. she also mentioned sev¬
eral other instances of ill-treatment.to wit, that
he had been criminally intimate with the House*
maid, In which statement she was corroborated by
the evidence of the coarhman. All further evi-
denco vas postponed until yesterday, when Mr.
O'Nev appeared at his (Judge Sutherland's)
office, No. 4:1 Pine street, to give further testimony
against King. TU« case opened at about vim

' o'clock P. M. There were present Mrs. King anrt
two other ladles, Mr. King, Mi'. O'Xcill and JiiwsclJ
(Judge Sutherland).

O'N KMX'S TESTIMONY.
Mr. O'Neill wuh a very haudsome looking man,

moderately tall and of gentlemanly deportment,
lie wan dressed very neat and gave his testi¬
mony like a man or good education and refine¬
ment. All that lie said in Ids testimony against
King went to prove the immoral, irreligious and
vicious character of the latter.a circumstance
which, no doubt, might have been instrumental in
inciting King to revenge, although, while the evi¬
dence was being taken, he never stowed any symp¬toms of uneasiness to indlcute the accomplishmentof the vicious act lie was probably contemplating*.

, He sat at his (Judge Sutherland's) left hand In tha
ofllce at one end of the table, while the othe*
parties mentioned al>ovc sat at the other end. Aftee
the conclusion of the evidence all stood up and left
the office ; King lollowed a little behind. After
their leaving a minute or two he (Judge Sutber«land) heard

TUKRK PISTOL SIIOT3 tN SUCCESSION,and on his rising to see what was the matter hamet, King walking In rapidly (not running, as ha<lbeeH reported), holding a revolver in his haudjwhich he presented to Judge Sutherland, saying."Judge, you can have this.1' The Judge took thapistol, left King in the office and went immediatelyto call a policeman. When he returned King hallleft the office, had entered the adjoining room andlocked the door on himself, which the policemanAnally burst open, and took the alleged culprit incustody. He (Judge Sutherland) thought thera
was something serious at the bottom of all. Onbeing asked by the reporter if there was anythingIn the evidence which Indicated King's jealous?with O'Neill, lie said there was not a single fact to
show anything of the kind, after which the. reporterbade His Honor good night and lelt lum to the en-sJo/ment of his dreams.

FIRE AND WATER.

Correspondence Between General Shaler and
Civil Engineer Craven mis to Water Supply
for Fires.The City ' Not 8nfficient
in Emergency.I7o mifioulty in Get¬

ting a Supply frorr, >the Ocean.

illy,
The lollowiiiK corresponded "between General

Shaler, of the Fire Department,'and a. W. Craven,
Civil Kngincer, throwu some light ou several of the
questions that have been occupying public atten*
Hon since the occurrence of tjie ilouton lire:.
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and with an unlimited supply ot Crototi wati r it u
brouRht into the ciiy ut such a lc.l thM *unraa-v

j utnpinu eiiKlncs and powers would still t>e neccsnarv r?i
.sure tfie eftleieiiey ,be other plan All th,.4 ouc,-

tions, however, properly belong to the general invesiiga-
nn./'o! "I0,1 'i"vV !Wio" should Iw made lit IU. early dav
and he results liitd bet, .re our tuitnlcii.nl authorities our

# *"d "ur generally, seen'istu
It/val'u *an!l 'its possible " ,n',P wit"

Irueitln,'; that you w ill i»« able to Attract the attention in

I'ro^'inTp" «n*|rt puZnc^.tten«on w^l
ffiMwsa;." Vinsaaw.-sjjrcwr4lo Otncral Ai tiANtiKR Shaikh

Rineer.

liOSTON FIHE AI.AKM.

A W. CaAvss, Kso.
SKW Yvhk' Nov- W2.

I'ksr Sik -Tti-f ue-trui t'on of so larae an mo.>n..i .t

«ssJtesss

. .tie ot two tliin »« ii, ,,i i i j
delav. I am satisfied that

1,1 v- should li iif?, | be done. i:ither the I'rolnii sup.

service li» iti, »
ft,"'niade more uv.illahle lor tiro

dTouhlln«,7hLn "T - /v I'ipe*. and

i.iv ,,i Jf... « . / 1,11 1 "re hydrants, oi a sup-

iii, no ft'^ .iiU oll'U;n' J. ^Ittce our corr, spotulenco
a w , ,r 1 "" h l",¦, .'< 0 -aid ami written, and
fnpoV. i

'aM>r. I believe, therefore) that a well ma-

Jihi'n.K, ;ub""t!«.,l a piicc te the t uiilic thrcu :h iho
nan.net nt t omuu rcc or other intelligent an.! respond,

lie body Would me- w th ..iters' tav.r, and reste atj
raWU'i 'L pu' ll tiiitul tluv "ouhl Ko tat toward «e.

Curimt the i,e e -aiv I s^Mve antliollty the comin-i
r I shal Itapiiy at any time to meet you tu,

con uitatii; .lis sutijict. * ei ^ nspecttull^ jrom^lVery respectiuib youij,


